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HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC CHURCH  
HIGH WEST STREET DORCHESTER 

within the RC Diocese of Plymouth:  Diocesan Charity No 213227 
“The Church must be a place of mercy freely given, where everyone can feel welcomed, loved,  

forgiven and encouraged to live the good life of the Gospel” [Pope Francis EG114] 

Twenty-Seventh Week in Ordinary Time - Year A                                                    

 Sunday 4th October 2026    Psalter Week 3 of Breviary  

Page 137 ff Mass Book 

Sun 4th October 
XXVII Week in OT 

Mass 8.30 am 
Mass 10.30 am (Education Sunday) 

Malcolm Brown RIP (TB) 
Andrew Lawson Ints 

Mon 5th October 
St Faustina 

 
No Mass at Holy Trinity 

 

Tue 6th October 
St Bruno 

The Rosary 6.25 pm led by Fr Babu 
Mass 7 pm 

 
Jason and Millie Ints (BG) 

Wed 7th October 
Our Lady of the Rosary (Mem) 

St Mary’s School Mass 9.15 am 
Mass 10 am 

 
Frank Kerley RIP (JK) 

 
Thu 8th October 

Mass 10 am (Memorial Mass) 
Jane Thompson’s Burial at Poundbury Cemetery 
11.15 am 

 
Jane Thompson RIP (JT) 

Fri 9th October 
Feast of St John Henry 
Newman-Priest 

Holy Half Hour and Benediction 9.15 am 
Mass 10 am 

 
William (Bill) Hanson RIP (MH) 

Sat 10th October 
SS Denis, John and Paulinus and 
BMV 

Mass 9 am 
Confessions 9.35-10.45 am 
Rosary and Mass for Kerala Community 3.30 pm 

Paul Curtis Ints (EW) 

 
Sun 11th October 
XXVIII Week in OT 

Mass 8.30 am 
Mass 10.30 am  

Eva and Mark’s Ints (A and D) 
Deacon Jonathan’s 15th Diaconate 
Ordination (SK) 

Mon 12th October 
St Wilfrid 

Jubilee Mass 6 pm 
Social Gathering at Parish Centre 7 pm 

 

Golden and Silver Jubilee 
Celebrations 

Tue 13th October 
St Edward 

The Rosary 6.25 pm led by CWL (SB) 
Mass 7 pm 

 
Jacques and Francoise 
Vandervoorde RIP (MN) 

Wed 14th October 
St Callistus 

Mass 10 am Audrey Collins RIP (JW) 

Thu 15th October 
St Teresa of Jesus (Mem) 

Mass 10 am  George and Bernadette‘s Ints (UB) 

Fri 16th October 
SS Hedwig and Margaret 

Holy Half Hour and Benediction 9.15 am 
Mass 10 am 

Phyllis Titterington RIP (LT) 

Sat 17th October 
St Ignatius (Mem) 

Mass 9 am 
Confessions 9.35-10.45 am 

 

 
Intercessions for our Priests and Deacons: 

Mon: Deacon Paul Hewson; Tue: Deacon Michael Hughes; Wed: Deacon Nicholas Johnson;  
Thu: Deacon James MacKain-Bremner; Fri: Deacon Declan McConville; Sat: Deacon Peter McWilliam 

 
Pray for the Sick: Rosemary Cortes, Christopher Browne, Sarah Jones, Ralph Johnson, Patricia Netley, Carl 

Thomson, Sr Damian, William Parmiter, Robin Netley, Kevin Gibson, Eileen L, Paul Burden, Ruth Davis, Deborah 

Follett, Deacon-Reverend Nicholas Thompson (Retired), Geoffrey Markham, Rosemary Chapman, Eva Cassidy and for 
all those in Nursing Homes.  
 

Pray for those who have died recently: Frances Carroll, Marilyn Rowland, Colin Rolls, Joseph Kerrigan, Jim Watters, 
Ann Thomas, Monica Riley, Terence Francis Henshall, Kathleen Hilda Anne Cameron, Richard Crail, Veronica Dawn Margret 

Alden, Michael Elleston, Janet Sandford, Christopher Jones and Jane Thompson  

 
Right to Life: 4th October (27th Sunday in Ordinary Time) - “Today is the feast day of St Francis of Assisi. Let us pray with his powerful 
intercession for our Government, that their ability to support the vulnerable would increase and that they would anchor themselves on 
the desire to protect all human life. Lord hear us”. 
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PARISH UPDATES AND PROGRAMMES 

First Holy Communion Programme 2026-27: We are pleased to announce that the First Holy Communion 
Programme 2026-27 will be commencing this Autumn. If you wish to enrol your child and they are starting this 
September in Year 4 or above, please send an email to jdekretser@btinternet.com stating your desire for your 
child to receive this Sacrament, and your intention for them to attend the Preparatory Course, and you to attend 
the Parents’ Meetings.  The First Session for children is this Tuesday 6th October in the CHURCH from 
4-5pm. (Most sessions will be at the Parish Centre). 
We are so excited to be sharing this special journey with you and your children! God Bless, Kate, Sarita, David, 
Vilma and Connie. 

 
Sacrament of Confirmation 2026-27 
If you will be in Year 9, or above, this September and would like to prepare for the Sacrament of 
Confirmation, then please write a letter to Father Babu saying why you wish to be confirmed. The 
Preparation Course will begin this October and run till after Easter next year. 
 
Golden Jubilee Celebration: Everyone is warmly invited to the Golden Jubilee Celebration of Holy 

Trinity Catholic Church on Monday 12 October 2026. A Thanksgiving Mass celebrated by Bishop 

Nicholas will begin at 6:00 pm, followed by a Social Gathering in the Parish Centre at 7:00 pm. 

We will also celebrate the Silver Jubilee of Ordination of three Permanent Deacons serving the Dorset 

Deanery: Deacon Geoffrey, Deacon Jonathan and Deacon Jim. We thank God for their faithful Ministry and 

dedicated service to the Church. Please come and join us as we give thanks to God and celebrate these joyful 

milestones together. 

Mayor of Dorchester: We are fortunate that the Mayor and Lady Mayoress of Dorchester will be our guests at 

the Jubilee Celebration Mass. During this year in office, the Mayor is supporting three Charities: Prostate 

Cancer UK, Dorchester Youth and Community Centre, and People First Dorset. There will be an opportunity 

to contribute to these Charities at the Social Gathering in the Hall. Thank you for your generosity. 

Cakes: We need a few more cakes for the Refreshments in the Hall after the Mass. Please see a member of the 

Catering Team at the back of the Church after Mass this Sunday if you can help. Many thanks 

CAFOD Family Fast Day will be celebrated in our Parish on Friday 9th October. Envelopes will be available 
to pick up this Sunday at the back of the Church. 

Presbytery Gardening: We kindly ask those who are able to help to come along on Saturday 3rd October 
at 11:00 am.  Many hands make light work, and there is plenty to be done! 

VACANCY - Deputy Headteacher at the Cathedral School of St Mary Plymouth: Do you have the 
vision, drive, and leadership skills to make a lasting difference in the lives of young people? We are seeking 
an inspirational and strategic leader to join our Senior leadership team. This is an exciting opportunity to 
shape the future direction of our school, working closely with colleagues, pupils, families, and the wider 
Trust to secure excellence in teaching, learning, and pastoral care. Full details, job description, recruitment 
pack and application form can be found using the link below: 
https://recruit.sampeople.co.uk/Jobboard/Vacancy/Details?campaignref=SCH-PlC-0145 

Light Up Dorset: Churches Together are supporting a programme aimed at helping all local Churches 
share the Gospel message. Whilst culminating with a Festival in July 2027, much will be happening prior to 
this. Do check out the website, and maybe treat yourself to the "Worship Evening" on Saturday 
October 17th 

Day of Reflection – Have you ever asked the question, 'Is God calling me to the Priesthood or to the Religious 
Life?' This 'Day of Reflection' for men will be held on Saturday 17th October from 10:00 to 15:00 at St Mary's 
Parish Centre, St Mary's Road, Bodmin PL31 1HF.The day will include Mass, a time of Adoration, a short 
Conference, an opportunity for Confession and ‘One to One talks’ with serving Priests from our Diocese; and 

https://recruit.sampeople.co.uk/Jobboard/Vacancy/Details?campaignref=SCH-PlC-0145
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sharing food together (this will be provided – please let us know of special dietary requirements).  Under 18s 
are welcome to attend with Parents’ permission. If travelling by train, we can collect you from Bodmin Parkway 
Station with prior notice. For more information and to register your interest please contact Fr. Jacek Kostuch on 
jacek.kostuch@prcdtr.org.uk or Fr. Ralph Candy on vocation@prcdtr.org.uk 

Caritas Newsletter: August Edition to read of love in action around our Diocese. https://tinyurl.com/2rxsuy2z 

 
Caritas: SEE, SPEAK, ACT: Faith in Action Against Modern Slavery Event. Join Caritas and Clewer for an event to 

learn how to recognise the signs, respond safely and take action against slavery and exploitation on Wednesday 14th 

October 2026, 1pm-5pm at Plymouth Methodist Central Hall, Eastlake Street, PL1 1BA.  To register click  SEE, 

SPEAK, ACT: FAITH IN ACTION AGAINST MODERN SLAVERY – Fill in form, email caritas@prcdtr.org.uk or 

telephone 01364 645440. See the poster at the back of the Church. 

 

Youth Volunteers Newsletter: Here's the link; https://email.workwithgusto.co.uk/t/t-

FD9D3738248EC9822540EF23F30FEDED for the new E-Newsletter for those working with youth in the 

Diocese. It aims to keep volunteers up to date with training sessions, legislation changes and a place to share 

resources. Please contact Saskia, youth@prcdtr.org.uk if you would like to be added to the mailing list. 

 
 

Parish Information 

 
Priest in Charge:  Fr. Babu Francis CM, Hon Assistant Priest: Fr. Scott Anderson,  

Deacons: Rev Nicholas Thompson (Retired) and Rev Jonathan de Kretser (07876 748836)  

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Elizabeth Hughes (01305 269163) and Catherine Macer-Wright (07577 479119) 

Guidance and information also on www.csas.uk.net/resource-area 

The Presbytery, Holy Trinity Parish Centre, Culliford Road North, Dorchester DT1 1QG 

Tel: 01305 251976 or email: babu.francis@prcdtr.org.uk (Presbytery) 

Website: www.holytrinitycatholicchurchdorchester.org.uk  Facebook: Holy Trinity Catholic Church Dorchester 

Parish Secretary: Irina Osborn Tuesday– Friday 9 am – 2 pm  

Email: dorchester@prcdtr.org.uk   (01305 251976) 

Pastoral Council: Chair – Mark Rodgers (01305 250488)  

St. Mary’s Catholic School, Lucetta Lane, Dorchester DT1 2DD Tel: 01305 262258  

Headteacher:  Mrs Sharon Betts 

 

Marriages this year:  

Regina Alege OGAR and Dibang Parchely Matthew BEBIA at St Patrick Parish, Ikot Ansa, Calabar, Nigeria on 31st 

October 2026 

 

Iona Christine ROBINSON and Lewis Jak GUNTER at Holy Trinity Catholic Church Dorchester on Saturday 14th 

November 2026 at 3.30 pm. 

 

SUNDAY REFLECTIONS: OT XXVII [A] (Oct 4) Is 5:1-7; Phil 4:6-9; Mt 21:33-43 

 

The common theme of today’s Readings is bearing good fruit in our Christian life. 

God has given us so many blessings, and He expects us to use those blessings well. He wants our lives to 

produce good fruit—fruit of love, kindness, justice, mercy and faithfulness. 

In the First Reading, Isaiah speaks about a vineyard. The vineyard represents God’s people. God carefully 

prepared the vineyard and gave it everything it needed. He expected good grapes, but instead it produced 

sour grapes.   It is like God saying: “I have done everything for you. I have cared for you and blessed you. 

Why are you not producing good fruit?” 

In the Second Reading, St Paul encourages the Philippians to live good Christian lives. He asks them to 

pray, give thanks to God, and practise what is good, pure, just and loving. 

In the Gospel, Jesus tells us another story about a vineyard. The owner represents God, and the vineyard 

represents God’s people. The tenants fail to look after the vineyard properly and refuse to give the owner 

the fruit that belongs to him. Jesus reminds us that God has entrusted His vineyard to us too. He has given us 

many blessings, and He expects us to produce good fruit. 

https://tinyurl.com/2rxsuy2z
https://email.workwithgusto.co.uk/t/t-FD9D3738248EC9822540EF23F30FEDED
https://email.workwithgusto.co.uk/t/t-FD9D3738248EC9822540EF23F30FEDED
http://www.holytrinitycatholicchurchdorchester.org.uk/
mailto:dorchester@prcdtr.org.uk
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A message for our lives: So we can ask ourselves: What kind of fruit am I producing in my life? 

God has given us everything we need to grow as Christians: 

the Bible to guide us, 

the Sacraments to strengthen us, 

the Eucharist to nourish us, 

Reconciliation to bring us back to God, 

and the example of so many Saints to inspire us. 

We should not take these gifts for granted. We are called to produce good fruit through our lives—love, 

forgiveness, kindness, patience, generosity and service. 

And our families are also a vineyard where we can produce good fruit. When we give our time to one 

another, help one another, forgive one another, encourage one another, and serve one another with love, we 

are producing good fruit. May the Lord help us to become good and fruitful branches of His vineyard, so 

that our lives may give glory to God. 

In Loving Memory of Jane Elizabeth Marshall Thompson  

Known as Jane Thompson 

 (1958-2026) 
 

Profession and Life:  Jane was most recently an English Language Teacher at Sherborne International 

School, and previously a Marketing Manager in the fashion and fragrance industry based in London. 

Three Best Qualities: Thoughtfulness, a good listener and fun to be with. 

Funny/Happy/Inspirational Stories: She was a dedicated and inspired teacher who thrived in the 

classroom and loved working with young people.  Jane loved languages - she was fluent in French. 

 

A Favourite Memory: She had an infectious smile and a loud laugh. 

 

Service at Holy Trinity Parish: Jane supported people in the Community with shopping and other chores. 

 

Stories of her faith in Jesus Christ: She was born into a Catholic family in Yorkshire and educated in 

Catholic schools until she went to University. Jane was married in a Catholic Church in Harrogate and 

raised her three children in the Catholic faith. (Jerry-Husband) 

  

Eternal Rest grant unto her O Lord and let the perpetual light shine upon her.  May she Rest in 

Peace. Amen. 

 

The Memorial Mass will be celebrated on Thursday 8th October 2026 at 10 am. Followed 

by Burial at Poundbury Cemetery 11.15 am. 
 

 

Dear All, 

This Sunday, we joyfully celebrate Education Sunday. We will give thanks for the gift of education and 

pray especially for our St Mary’s School, its pupils, families and staff. 

We are also delighted to welcome our new Headteacher, Mrs Sharon Betts, to our Parish Family. Please 

join us at the 10.30 am Mass as we warmly welcome her and pray for her and for the whole school 

community. Thanks a lot for all that you do.                                                                                                    

God Bless,  

Babu 
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