
HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC CHURCH  
HIGH WEST STREET DORCHESTER 

within the RC Diocese of Plymouth:  Diocesan Charity No 213227 
“The Church must be a place of mercy freely given, where everyone can feel welcomed, loved,  

forgiven and encouraged to live the good life of the Gospel” [Pope Francis EG114] 

Eighteenth Week in Ordinary Time - Year A                                                    

 Sunday 2nd August 2026    Psalter Week 2 of Breviary  

Page 111 ff Mass Book 

Sun 2nd August 
XVIII Week in OT 

Mass 8.30 am 
Mass 10.30 am 

Fr Jon Bielawski RIP (BF) 
Keith O’Donaghue RIP (JK) 

Mon 3rd August No Mass at Holy Trinity  

Tue 4th August 
St John Mary Vianney PR (Mem) 
 

The Rosary 6.25 pm led by Fr Babu 
Mass 7 pm 

Rosemary Chapman’s Ints (BF) 

Wed 5th August 
Dedication of the Basilica of St 
Mary Major 

Mass 10 am 
 

Funeral Service for Michael Elleston 12 pm 

Christopher and Sally RIP (MN) 

Thu 6th August 
Feast of Transfiguration of the Lord 

Mass 10 am Canon Peter Turbitt RIP (BF) 

Fri 7th August 
SS Sixtus and Cajetan 

Holy Half Hour and Benediction 9.15 am 
Mass 10 am 

Pat Griffiths RIP (K and L Carter) 

Sat 8th August 
St Dominic (Mem) 

Mass 9 am 
Confessions 9.35-10.45 am 
Rosary and Mass for Kerala Community 3.30 pm 

Mathew K.J. RIP (RJ) 

 
Sun 9th August 
XVIV Week in OT 

Mass 8.30 am 
Mass 10.30 am 

 
Kitty and Ercoli Gussoni RIP (AF) 

Mon 10th August 
Feast of St Lawrence 

No Mass at Holy Trinity  

Tue 11th August 
St Clare V (Mem) 

Stations of the Cross 6.25 pm led by JC 
Mass 7 pm 

 

Wed 12th August 
St Jane Frances de Chantal 

Mass 10 am Kevin Gibson’s Ints (EW) 
 

Thu 13th August 
St Pontian  

Mass 10 am Mary’s 80th Birthday (JC) 

Fri 14th August 
St Maximillian (Mem) 

Holy Half Hour and Benediction 9.15 am 
Mass 10 am 

 

Sat 15th August 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

Mass 9 am 
Confessions 9.35-10.45 am 

 

 
Intercessions for our Priests and Deacons: 

Mon: Fr Cornelis Hooijmaijers S.M.; Tue: Fr. Anthony Punneth C.M.; Wed: Fr Babu Francis C.M.;  
Thu: Fr Ignatius Raj S.D.M.; Fri: Fr. Anil Kumar Gundabathina S.D.M.; Sat: Fr Scott Smith I.C.K.S.P. 

 

Pray for the Sick: Rosemary Cortes, Christopher Browne, Sarah Jones, Ralph Johnson, Patricia Netley, Carl Thomson, 
Sr Damian, William Parmiter, Robin Netley, Kevin Gibson, Eileen L, Paul Burden, Ruth Davis, Deborah Follett, Deacon-

Reverend Nicholas Thompson (Retired), Maria Go, Geoffrey Markham, Rosemary Chapman, Eva Cassidy, Janet Sandford 
and for all those in Nursing Homes.  
 

Pray for those who have died recently: Phyllis Titterington, Audrey Bowen, Diana McGuinness, Robert Blackwell, Mary 
Hardiman, Mary Carmel, Kate Gorman, Noreen Hague, Janet Bicheno, Margaret McDade, Carmel Moore, Sr Cosmos, Alison 

Sandford, Mei Xian Lin, Michael Phelan, Joseph Rigby, Frances Carroll, Marilyn Rowland, Colin Rolls, Joseph Kerrigan, Jim 
Watters, Ann Thomas, Damian Cosmos Cummins, Monica Riley, Terence Francis Henshall, Kathleen Hilda Anne Cameron, 

Richard Crail, Veronica Dawn Margret Alden and Michael Elleston 

 
Right to Life: 2nd August (18th Sunday in Ordinary Time) - “Each human being, made in the image and likeness of God, 

is a pearl of great price. Let us pray for the grace to appreciate the intrinsic value in every person, born and unborn. Lord 
hear us”. 

Next Sunday there will be a Second Collection for Aid to the Church in Aid after both 

Masses 



PARISH UPDATES AND PROGRAMMES 
 

 
CAFOD Appeal: Two devastating Earthquakes have struck Northern Venezuela, killing and injuring scores of 
our neighbours there and bringing down buildings. Our local partner, Caritas Venezuela, is ready to help the 
survivors of this crisis with emergency water, food and shelter. Please help us to support this Emergency by 
making a donation online: https://cafod.org.uk/give/donate-to-emergencies/venezuela-earthquake-appeal 
  

CAFOD Harvest Supper: this year will be on Saturday September 26th at the Parish Centre.  Please save the date. 
Offers of dishes are always welcome! 
 

CAFOD Debt Petition in support of low-income countries; this is ongoing and we hope to arrange for another 

signing session during August.  Watch this space!     

CHURCH CHOIR: More Singers - Our Choir would welcome some new Singers with vacancies available in 

all voice ranges - Soprano, Alto, Tenor and Bass. This is a great opportunity for Singers to step forward and 

support the leading of the Sung Liturgy in our Church. For more information, please speak to Chris or contact 

him on 07817 087493. 

 

New Conductor and Leader: The Parish is looking for another Conductor and Leader of our Church Choir 

from November. Some experience in conducting and choral singing would be beneficial. Enquiries may be 

made via Fr Babu or Chris, contact details as above. 

 

Tennis: Fun and Friendship: A group of Parishioners are getting together to play tennis at the Parish Centre 

on Monday evenings at 5.30 pm. We play for FUN and people of all ages and abilities, OR NONE, would be 

most welcome to join in. Come and Try - we can lend you a racquet. If you would like to use the court on any 

other evenings after 5.30 pm or at the weekend or require more info - ring Liz on 01305 269163 or just turn up. 
 

Finances: The Parish is grateful to all Parishioners who have supported the Parish financially during the last 
year. Thank you to those who have increased their giving (by Standing Order, envelope, use of the Card 
Machine/Website or loose plate), this has been a great help. 
 
Please consider whether you could increase the value of your giving by signing up for Gift Aid and a Standing 
Order. If you would like to do this, forms are available at the back of the Church, and more information is also 
available from your Parish Gift Aid Organiser: email Dorchester-giftaid@prcdtr.org.uk or telephone the Parish 
Office. 
Gift Aid donors: You should have recently received an individual Statement showing how much you gave in the 
Tax Year so that you can check you have paid enough Tax to cover the Gift Aid that the Parish will claim. This 
Statement will go to the address that is currently held by the Gift Aid Organiser. If you are expecting a letter but 
have not received one, please contact Dorchester-giftaid@prcdtr.org.uk or telephone the Parish Office. 
  
Donating by cheque:  All cheques should be made payable to “Plymouth Diocesan Trust Dorchester RC 
Parish”.  Please make sure all giving envelopes are sealed as donations may easily slip out. 
  
The Card Machine is available for your Offertory giving and you can Gift Aid Offertory donations.  It is also 
available for purchases from the Repository.  The Card Machine works on a mobile signal in a similar way to a 
mobile phone and sometimes the signal is weak and it does not work. So please try again later.  Many thanks 
for using this method of contributing. 
 
Presbytery Gardening: We kindly ask those who are able to help to come along on Saturday 5th 
September at 11:00 am.  Many hands make light work, and there is plenty to be done! 
The Diocesan July/August Newsletter can be found at: https://email.workwithgusto.co.uk/t/t-

47E6F88D98A22DCD2540EF23F30FEDED 

 

https://cafod.org.uk/give/donate-to-emergencies/venezuela-earthquake-appeal


Dorchester Family Support is a Registered Charity and an initiative of Dorchester Churches Together. DFS 

will be distributing weekly Food parcels to about 200 local families in need during the upcoming School 

holidays. Children who normally receive free school meals during term time depend on this supplementary 

food during August. If you are able to make a donation to support this effort then please go to the website  

https://www.dorchesterfamilysupport.co.uk/. Or contact Jane Ashdown for cash or cheque donations at 0781 

062 4031. Thank you. 

 

Celebration of Marriage: at Midday in the Cathedral on Saturday September 12. The Celebrant will be 

Bishop Nicholas. This year we shall make a point of including those spouses who are no longer with us in this 

life, in our prayers. Now this prayer will also include Fr Jon Bielawski RIP, a good Priest, who celebrated the 

Mass for Marriage for the last four years and who did so much to support Catholic Marriage in our Diocese. 

 

Churches Together in Dorchester Area:  Dorset County Show 2026:  Saturday 5th & Sunday 6th September. 

We are looking for volunteers to help staff the Churches Together Marquee over the weekend. We will be 

offering a range of activities and services, including Refreshments; Baby changing and feeding facilities; 

Games and children’s play area; Front-of-house welcome. We are asking for volunteers to cover the following 

time slots: One 2-hour slot – a contribution of £7.50 is requested to help cover the cost of entry. Two 2-hour 

slots (with a break in between) - free entry provided. Anyone willing to volunteer, please contact Peter Jenner 

at peterjenner@outlook.com 
 
The Catholic Children’s Society Plymouth is once again holding its Annual Appeal over the Bank Holiday weekend of 
Saturday 29 and Sunday 30 August. The theme of this year’s Appeal is ‘Grateful Hearts – Serving Others’. The Charity 
is asking for your support as so many families continue to struggle to provide the basic essentials for their children. 
Find out more: https://www.ccsplymouth.org.uk/annual-appeal/ 
 
The Catholic Children’s Society Plymouth: These are challenging times for many families experiencing financial 
hardship.  Such families are often in temporary accommodation after fleeing abuse or the breakdown of relations or 
the loss of their jobs due to illness and circumstances beyond their control. The Essential Grants Programme exists to 
provide essential items to help relieve families’ needs.  CCSP warmly encourage applications from such families for 
school uniforms, shoes, beds, mattresses and bedding, clothes for children and newborn babies, cots, bottles, chests 
of drawers, wardrobes, alongside white goods such as cookers and fridges.  They require all such applications to be 
accompanied by a Referee.  The process from application to supply is usually within two to three weeks.  CCSP also 
need Trustees.  If anyone is interested in offering their time, please contact the office on 01364 645420 and ask to 
speak to the Chair, Shelagh Fearnley.  They would love to hear from you. 
 

Marriages this year:  

Flavia Pedro DINIS and Thomas Daniel SOUTHWELL at Igreja da Colegida Leria, Portugal on Saturday 

29th August 2026 

 

Iona Christine ROBINSON  and Lewis Jak GUNTER  at Holy Trinity Catholic Church, Dorchester on 

Saturday 14th November 2026, at 3.30 pm. 
 

Parish Information 

 

Priest in Charge:  Fr. Babu Francis CM, Hon Assistant Priest: Fr. Scott Anderson,  

Deacons: Rev Nicholas Thompson (Retired) and Rev Jonathan de Kretser (07876 748836)  

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Elizabeth Hughes (01305 269163) and Catherine Macer-Wright (07577 479119) 

Guidance and information also on www.csas.uk.net/resource-area 

The Presbytery, Holy Trinity Parish Centre, Culliford Road North, Dorchester DT1 1QG 

Tel: 01305 251976 or email: babu.francis@prcdtr.org.uk (Presbytery) 

Website: www.holytrinitycatholicchurchdorchester.org.uk  Facebook: Holy Trinity Catholic Church Dorchester 

Parish Secretary: Irina Osborn Tuesday– Friday 9 am – 2 pm  

Email: dorchester@prcdtr.org.uk 

Pastoral Council: Chair – Mark Rodgers (01305 250488)  

St. Mary’s Catholic School, Lucetta Lane, Dorchester DT1 2DD Tel: 01305 262258  

Headteacher:  Mr. Simon Thomas 

 

 

https://www.ccsplymouth.org.uk/annual-appeal/
http://www.holytrinitycatholicchurchdorchester.org.uk/


 
 

Sunday Reflections: OT XVIII [A] (Aug 2 2026): Is 55:1-3; Rom 8:35, 37-39; Mt 14:13-21 

 

Today’s Readings remind us that God lovingly cares for us and provides for all our needs, both physical and 
spiritual. When we place our trust in Him, He never abandons us. God showed His greatest love by sending 
His Son, Jesus, to be with us. Jesus not only feeds us with His Word but also nourishes us with the Holy 
Eucharist. He also invites us to share what we have with others. 

Scripture Readings: In the First Reading, the Prophet Isaiah encourages the people of Israel during their exile, 
assuring them that God will bring them home, forgive their sins, and provide for all their needs. The 
Responsorial Psalm reminds us: “The hand of the Lord feeds us; He answers all our needs.” In the Second 
Reading, St. Paul tells us that nothing can separate us from the love of God shown to us in Christ Jesus. In 
the Gospel, Jesus has compassion on the hungry crowd. He teaches them, heals them, and feeds more than 
five thousand people with five loaves and two fish. This Miracle reveals God’s generous love and points to 
the gift of the Holy Eucharist, where Jesus continues to feed us with Himself. 

Message: First, we are invited to nourish our souls by listening to God’s Word and receiving Jesus in the 
Eucharist, Prayer, reading the Bible, and Eucharistic Adoration help us to grow closer to Him. 

Second, Jesus calls us to be generous. Like the boy who offered his five loaves and two fish, we should offer 
what we have to God. Even small acts of kindness, when given with love, can make a great difference. 

Finally, we are called to share God’s blessings with those in need. As God has been generous to us, we are 
invited to be generous to others, bringing hope, love, and care to everyone we meet. 

Dear Parishioners 

As you know, this is a very special year for all of us at Holy Trinity Catholic Church 

Dorchester, as we celebrate the Golden Jubilee of worship in our Church. It is a wonderful 

opportunity to thank the Lord for the many blessings and graces He has poured out upon our 

Parish over the past fifty years. 

I am delighted to let you know that Bishop Nicholas has kindly agreed to join us and 

celebrate this special Jubilee Mass on Monday 12th October 2026 at 6.00 pm. The Mass 

will be followed by a Social Gathering in the Parish Centre. 

Our joy will be even greater on this occasion as we also celebrate the Silver Jubilee of 

Ordination of three Permanent Deacons serving Parishes in the Dorset Deanery: Deacon 

Geoffrey (Weymouth), Deacon Jonathan (Sherborne) and Deacon Jim (West Moors). We 

thank God for their faithful ministry and dedicated service to the Church. 

I warmly invite you all to join us for this joyful celebration as we give thanks to God for the 

many graces we have received through our Parish and pray for our Deacons as they mark 

this important milestone. 

Please save the date in your diary. I look forward to celebrating with you all. 

Thanks a lot for all that you do. 

God Bless  

Babu 

 


